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Introduction to pest insight reporting
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Current pest alert and 
insight reporting subscriptions

EFSA Newsletters
• EFSA (European Food Safety Authority) for Plant Health 

Newsletters –Looks at media and scientific literature for 
EU quarantine and regulated pests as well as pests on the 
European Plant Protection Organisation (EPPO) alert list

• Target users are the European Commission and plant 
authorities in EU Member States (risk assessors, risk 
managers and other plant health experts)



Current pest alert and 
insight reporting subscriptions

PestLens
• PestLens is an online subscription service that 

provides notifications of pest information relevant to 
agriculture in the USA

• The types of information most commonly reported by 
PestLens are: 
• New distribution records 
• New host records 
• New pest descriptions/identifications 
• Significant outbreaks 
• Weed naturalization events 
• New pathogen/vector relationships 
• Research of regulatory or phytosanitary interest 

• Emails are sent to subscribers weekly
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Developing  pest insight reporting services
Proposed Approach:
• Scans are carried out on online media sources as well as scientific literature 

sources to find relevant, recent publications on pests of interest to Kenya

• Scans will be based on collections of key search terms related to the priority 
pest (scientific name, synonyms, local names etc.), not just the pest scientific 
name

• Search results are compiled and then reviewed by experts

• Experts contribute written insights on the significance to Kenya 

• Newsletters are published on a monthly basis 
• User register to get pest insight reports –monthly , weekly 
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Scan sources using 
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returned in search 
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Collate and publish 
newsletter



Developing  pest insight reporting services
Proposed Topics
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What are we doing? 
• KEPHIS team is Developing Pest List for Kenya using the Horizon Scanning tool 

(quarantine pests)  

• Needs assessment for pest reporting – Topics/content, channel and format of 

publication, frequency, content, Current communication of pest information

• Develop approach for Horizon scanning and insight reporting 

• Develop prototype for Plant health insight reporting



•Currently there is limited horizon scanning and insight reporting for plants health 

•Need for innovative and exciting approach to develop a prototype for Plant health 
insight reporting

•Ensure User Centred Design as we develop the prototype

•Working with KEPHIS to identify and collate quarantine pests for key commodities 

•Further investigations into output options for the new insight reporting process

Conclusion
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